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Dear Parents and Carers a very warm welcome to
Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain (London Welsh School).

Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain is unique as it is the only school in the UK, outside Wales, 
to provide a full-time Welsh medium education for children between the ages of  3 and 11. 

We hope that this prospectus will provide a snapshot of  life in our happy and vibrant school.

The school was started in 1958 by a small group of  
parents who were eager for their children to receive a Welsh education in London. 

We are proud that the school continues to thrive and that it has provided the foundation of  many a successful career. 

We are looking forward to the exciting events to celebrate the school’s 60th birthday.

The Welsh language, culture and heritage form the foundation of  our teaching whilst also embracing and promoting 
British Values. We share the Welsh Government’s vision of  a million Welsh speakers by 2050.

There is no denying that every child is unique. This is valued and cel-
ebrated in Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain. Our ambition is to nurture every 

child, enabling them to achieve their very best, regardless of  their start-
ing point. We also feel strongly that it is our job as educators to encour-
age children to become resilient, confident, well-rounded global citizens 

who know the difference between right and wrong.

A positive learning culture is evident throughout the school; we encourage 
our pupils to develop enquiring minds and a ‘can do’ attitude in all areas 

of  the curriculum. Alongside this, we provide a caring and supportive 
environment meaning that every child is given the opportunity to be the best 
they can be. Beyond the classroom, we offer a rich and varied range of  clubs 

for children to develop a variety of  skills, interests and talents.
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We maintain many links with Wales; competing in the Urdd National Eisteddfod; our annual visit as families to the Urdd Cen-
tre in Llangrannog; contact with past pupils, parents and families; a presence in the National Eisteddfod and pen-pals in Wales.  

Families have relocated to Wales and children have integrated easily into Welsh medium education.

We cannot run the school without the financial support of  the Welsh Government, fees and continuous fund raising.  
However, we do not refuse any child on the basis of  difficulty in paying the fees.  Please see the section on ‘Fees’ below.

In September 2015 we relocated to Hanwell Community Centre in the Borough of  Ealing.  We are at the heart of  a thriving 
multi-cultural community which has an interesting history most notably being that Charlie Chaplin was once a pupil here!

Please get in touch if  you would like to visit or have any questions about the school. 

A warm Welsh welcome awaits you.

Rachel King – Lead Teacher and Foundation Phase Leader
Margaret Jones – Chair of  Board of  Directors
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SCHOOL OVERVIEW

OUR STAFF

Lead Teacher and Foundation Phase Leader

Mrs Rachel King

KS2 Teacher 

Miss Sioned Jones

Teaching Assistants 

Miss Angharad Roberts

Mrs Sharon Thomas

Ms Ruth Tremain

Mrs Eleri Brady
 

OUR ETHOS

Our school has a strong ethos of  encouraging our pupils to work 
for excellence in every endeavour, to develop an enquiring mind 
and to acquire a love of  learning and of  the Welsh language. 

Whilst aiming for the highest standards of  academic education, we 
also promote a strong moral ethos based on Christian principles 
to provide our pupils with a sound moral compass to conduct 
their lives within contemporary British life.  

The school nurtures the children in the best of  British and Welsh 
values, and celebrates the Welsh language and culture as part of  
the wider Welsh community in London.
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OUR AIMS

To develop the skills of  
independence, resilience 
and the ability to solve 
problems so that they 

may navigate life beyond 
primary school.

To provide a Christian based education but also 
learning and drawing from other world religions.

To teach a creative and 
stimulating curriculum 
with a wide range of  

learning experiences to 
meet the differing needs 

of  individual pupils.

To maintain a safe and 
happy environment in 

which all pupils have the 
opportunity to develop 
personally, physically, 
socially, academically 

and spiritually.

To create a partnership with parents where 
they are actively engaged in their child’s education. 

To ensure that every pupil 
has an equal opportunity 

to develop 
his or her potential.  
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
“WHAT WILL MY CHILD LEARN?”

THE CURRICULUM

We provide a rich and relevant curriculum, creating a thirst 
for knowledge and a love of  learning amongst all. In doing so 
pupils are encouraged to take pride in high standards of  achieve-
ment and allowing their personality to shine through their work. 
We follow the Welsh National Curriculum. In addition, for pupils 
aged 3-5 in the Lower Foundation Phase, we follow with the Early 
Years Foundation Phase (England) curriculum. 

The curriculum is delivered through the ‘Cornerstones’ Scheme of  
Work, and in accordance with the Literacy and Numeracy Frame-
work (Wales) and the Digital Competency Framework (Wales). 
This ensures that we offer a broad and balanced curriculum that 
allows pupils to develop their literacy, numeracy and ICT skills 
across the curriculum.  An outline of  the contents of  every theme 
is posted on the school’s website.The curriculum is regularly re-
viewed to ensure that it meets the needs and abilities of  all pu-
pils. 

THE CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES

 » Developing knowledge and understanding. 

We follow a curriculum in the Foundation Subjects that 
develops knowledge and understanding, alongside skills 
and processes; recognising all of  these elements is important 
in creating effective learners.

 » Tailoring the curriculum for each pupil.  

We recognise that every pupil is unique and brings 
to school a diverse range of  knowledge and experiences. 
We support, encourage and challenge our pupils to develop 
their potential and individuality in an environment which 
values creativity.

 » Keeping healthy. Through the teaching of  physical education 
we encourage fitness, healthy living, team spirit, sportsman-
ship and healthy competition.

 » Understanding the world.  

We teach democracy and the value of  law, individual liberty 
and mutual respect. The pupils visit the House of  Commons 
each year and meet the Speaker of  the House.   
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FOUNDATION PHASE
LEARNING THROUGH PLAY

Learning through play and exploration is integral to the Foun-
dation Phase Class 1. Within Class One, the Foundation Phase 
Curriculum for Wales, thus being the ‘Framework for Children’s 
Learning for 3 to 7 year olds in Wales’, is followed alongside 
the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ for children under 5 years 
of  age in England.  We provide a rich programme of  bilingual 
learning through the Cornerstones Scheme of  Work, which al-
lows for pupils’ natural development through a cross-curricular 
approach. 

KEY STAGE 2 (KS2)
AIM HIGH, WORK HARD, BE KIND

Class 2 has a stimulating and exciting learning environment in 
which pupils are constantly encouraged to express themselves 
in a variety of  ways. Pupils experience  different  learning and 
teaching styles and we place a strong emphasis on developing 
independent skills.

INCLUSION

Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain strives to ensure that each and every 
pupil reaches their full potential in all areas of  the curricu-
lum regardless of  educational needs and background. Mutual 
respect, support, understanding and tolerance are developed 
between pupils through our inclusive learning. Ysgol Gymraeg 
Llundain encourages everyone to work together.  During play-
time, the older children are often seen looking after the younger 
ones and we make sure no child is left out. We believe that a 
happy playtime is just as important as the more formal education 
in the classroom.
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
AND DISABILITY

We strongly believe in ‘Quality First Teaching’ within all lessons 
to ensure all pupils are able to access the curriculum, regardless 
of  learning style or additional need. We aim to identify, at the 
earliest possible opportunity, all children who need additional 
or differentiated support in order to progress. Once identified, 
we work together with parents in a collaborative relationship to 
decide on next steps and to implement the additional support 
needed.

As appropriate, we provide small group or 1:1 support for chil-
dren with additional needs. These 1:1 additional interventions 
and provisions are personalised to ensure barriers to learning are 
removed and that progress is achieved.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Language skills and development are a key part of  our learn-
ing.  In addition to the bilingual teaching, KS2 pupils also re-
ceive a weekly Modern Foreign Language (French) session as 
part of  their curriculum, and exposure to other languages occurs 
incidentally across the school through key vocabulary, songs or 
phrases as appropriate to the learning. 

ASSESSMENTS

Termly assessments and 
monitoring ensures that 

pupils’ progress is closely 
tracked in all subjects.
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The members of  the Board of  Directors offer a wide 
range of  skills and expertise and are accountable 

in law for the management of  the school. 

They serve three core strategic functions:

 » Ensuring clarity of  vision, ethos and strategic direction 

 » Holding the Lead Teacher to account for the educational 
performance of  the school and its pupils

 » Ensuring prudent financial management of  the school

Board meetings are held twice a term. Certain duties are delegated 
to sub-committees which meet on a more frequent basis.

PARENTS IN PARTNERSHIP

The uniqueness of  our school gives plenty of  scope for parents 
to become involved in the life of  the school in a variety of  
activities such as Arts and Crafts, Urdd Eisteddfod prepara-
tions and activities, singing, drama and reading sessions. 
Parents’ support and expertise is greatly valued here. If  you are 
interested in helping, please talk to your child’s teacher. 
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COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS

We strongly believe that home-school relationships are essential 
for a child ’s development and progress. Parents are always 
informed of  their children’s development and are encouraged to 
reinforce learning at home, in order to accelerate the progress:

 » We have a very close working relationship with our parents.

 » We are committed to regular and open communication with 
parents and carers. We do this through weekly newsletters, 
questionnaires, fundraising events, home-school reading link 
booklets, parents’ notice board and suggestion boxes. 

 » Families are regularly invited to assemblies, 

 » performances, sports day, open days and to termly Parents’ 
Evenings.

 » Staff  are always happy to meet with parents and carers to 
talk through any concerns. The School’s website is also full 
of  information including copies of  key policies, curriculum 
information and a pupil page. PARENT TEACHER FRIENDS ASSOCIATION

The PTFA supports the life and work of  the School and is open 
to all parents, carers and friends. It organises fundraising events 
involving the school families and the wider local community.  
Monies raised provide vital funds to maintain the school.
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KEEPING PUPILS SAFE

SAFEGUARDING

The Board of  Directors and staff  of  Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain fully recog-
nise their responsibility and have a full and active part to play in protecting 
our pupils from harm.  We ensure that our school provides a caring, posi-
tive, safe environment and that all Staff  are trained annually in matters of  
safeguarding.  Pupils are taught how to keep safe, including the safe use of  
the internet, and who to turn to for help. The school safeguards pupil data 
and is compliant with the GDPR.

Our PSHE curriculum includes exciting topics differentiated by age 
so pupils learn how to keep safe. 

 » myself  and family

 » safety in the home and road safety

 » sex and relationship education

 » mental health and wellbeing

 » education for citizenship

 » peer-on-peer abuse

 » e-safety (staying safe online at school and at home)

 » radicalisation and extremism 
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ABSENCE

If  your child cannot attend school due to illness please 
telephone or email the school office on the first day of  illness.  
Please follow NHS advice if  unsure whether your child 
should attend school and note the recommended guidelines. 
www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Yourchildatschool/Pages/Illness.aspx 

The school policy for Attendance, Registration and Punctuali-
ty can also be found online.

ACCIDENTS

All accidents requiring treatment are recorded in our acci-
dent book.  We ask the adult responsible for collecting the 
child to sign the book to confirm they have been informed of  
the incident.  If, in our opinion, a pupil requires further medi-
cal treatment, we will contact you immediately. 

please ensure we have 
your updated ContaCt information.

http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Yourchildatschool/Pages/Illness.aspx


— 10 —

LONDON WELSH SCHOOL
YSGOL GYMRAEG LLUNDAIN

GENERAL INFORMATION

THE SCHOOL DAY

Morning Session:    9.00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Foundation Phase)     

                                9.00 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. (Key Stage 2)      

Afternoon Session:  1:10 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. (Foundation Phase)      

                                 1:10 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. (Key Stage 2) 

There is a gradual start to the day from 8.40am.

ADMISSIONS ARRANGEMENTS

Ysgol Gymraeg Llundain is an Independent School with charita-
ble status. The school welcomes pupils from families who want 
their children to receive a bi-lingual education in Welsh/English. 
We are a non-selective school and admit pupils without refer-
ence to ability or aptitude. Please refer to our comprehensive 
Admissions Policy (available on our website or from the school 
office) for further information. 

FEES

For 2018-2019 the fees for children 5 years old and above are 
£3510 per year or £292.50 per month. The Nursery Education 
Grant can provide 15 hours of  free nursery education until a 
child turns 5. Fees are paid in advance each term and can also 
be paid by direct debit or standing order. The fees are reviewed 
annually.  For further details about the fees, please contact the 
school.  We have a Dispensation Policy and accept all children 
regardless of  ability to pay the full fees.
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HOME-SCHOOL AGREEMENT

We believe that a close partnership between the school, 
parents/carers and the pupil is essential. We request that all 

parents/carers and pupils sign up to our Home/School Agree-
ment upon admission, and subsequently each academic year. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM

The daily uniform consists of  a red polo shirt and green 
jumper/cardigan, green skirt or tunic for girls and 

grey trousers for boys. There is also a formal uniform 
consisting of  a white shirt, red and green school tie and 
blazer for events and performances.  The school uniform 
is available to order at any time from the school suppliers 

Price & Buckland. Please visit
www.pbparentsonline.co.uk/londonwelshschool

HOMEWORK 

Homework is set weekly with a rotation of  
literacy, numeracy and thematic based work. 

This is part of  our effective partnership between school, 
parents and carers. Homework reinforces that which the 

pupils have learned in the classroom.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AND EXTRA- CURRICULAR CLUBS 

The school offers private music tuition during school time and at present piano lessons are available from a music specialist. 

Extra-curricular clubs take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Tuesdays’ sessions provide opportunities for preparation for the 
Urdd Eisteddfod such as singing, recitation and drama activities. Thursday’s clubs change every term with activities such as 

sewing, gardening, ICT and Spanish on offer. All volunteers who help at the Clubs are DBS checked.

http://www.pbparentsonline.co.uk/londonwelshschool
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CELEBRATING OUR PUPILS AND ASSEMBLIES

Assemblies are an integral part of  our school life and help to pro-
mote spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. The as-
semblies include presentations and performances by the pupils, 
to which families are invited to attend.  When pupils have had 
an outstanding week of  achievement, this will be recognised and 
praised.  In the Foundation Phase, pupils will occasionally come 
home with a special dragon called Dafydd and a ‘Pupil of  the Week 
Certificate’.  Please help your child to record news of  their week-
end in the accompanying book so they can share with other class 
members during the next session.  Key Stage 2 pupils will also be 
given certificates which are presented in Friday assemblies.

HEALTHY EATING

We encourage healthy eating so please provide a nutritious and  
healthy lunch box for your child. Pupils in the Foundation Phase 
are provided with milk during the morning playtime.  Please 
bring a piece of  fruit for snack time.  Please let us know if  your 
child suffers from any allergies, asthma or food intolerances. 

important dates, holidays and training days
are available on our website. 
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