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Mission Statement

Assessment for learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go and how best to get there. Parents’ role in the learning, particularly as pupils are learning through the medium of Welsh, was seen as crucial in supporting the child and the class teacher.
Background
This policy was put together after a series of meetings with the Academic Board, parents and Governing Body in 2009. The development of this policy is the keystone in developing, over time, all curriculum documents and mapping of key skills across all subject areas.  Schemes of Work (SoW) are also being developed concurrently.

The staff wished to embed their practice in research-based principles with a focus on:

· Planning

· Shared learning intentions

· Pupil self-evaluation

· Feedback and marking

· Target setting

· Questioning

· Monitoring

School Learning Intentions
There have been two stages in its development.

Stage 1
· Class teachers assessed specific pieces of work 

· Pupils self-evaluate their work using different approaches, weekly e.g. Self evaluation sheets, peer marking and traffic lights to show understanding
· After moderation of a set piece of work pupils discuss examples with teachers and agree targets of what to do next to improve further and shared success criteria. Parents are consulted in two evening meeting about their child’s progress and targets and there is an annual open day in the Summer Term where children celebrate their achievements with their parents.
· Success and effort is rewarded through weekly assemblies and within the class.
Stage 2

·  Through self assessment and regular evaluation, pupils’ commitment, confidence and self esteem increases over the year.  Refer to records.

· Stage 1 approaches are refined and continued. For example, fluent writers refer to the targets at the start of an activity and recorded their success or otherwise

·  Formative and summative data is recorded termly on– INCERTS, a online assessment data collection system.
· INCERTs is a unique hybrid of social mission, education strategy and technical expertise with twin goals of

· improving learning and achievement in schools

· reducing teachers’ non-teaching workload

· Using INCERTS, teachers can assess more frequently, more accurately and across all subjects and record progress in a skill-by-skill basis.  This is a huge advancement on Standard Assessment Tasks in three subjects at the age of 7 and 11 as in England. In Wales, pupils have not taken SATs since 2005, the focus being on moderated teacher assessment.

· As well as giving a level (as tests do), the system identifies specific strengths and weaknesses in each child’s learning and it gives this information clearly enough and early enough for teachers and school leaders to make good use of it.

· The quality of this formative assessment enriches personalised learning, particularly in a small school where classes have mixed age groups. 

· The recorded progress, over time, leads to the instant production of a bilingual report for each subject across the curriculum.  Teacher add their own comments to the level descriptors. 

Monitoring and evaluation

The school will use feedback from staff, pupils and parents for assessing the impact of the current scheme. The Governing Body reviewed the policy February 2011 and carried out a detailed review in February 2012 following confirmation of formal arrangements to link with moderation processes with another Welsh medium school in Wales and England
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